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/  o  7  he  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annua!  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1950. 

1  his  report,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  health  of  the  Borough,  is,  I  feel,  very  satisfactory.  The 
birth  rate  has  risen  slightly  and  the  death  rate  has  fallen,  the  former  being  higher  and  the  latter  lower  than 
the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  has  been  a  welcome  fall  in  the  infantile  mortality,  although  it  is  still  higher  than  the  national 

rate. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  has  fallen  from  19  to  13,  and  the  death  rate  from  1.89  to  1.23. 

The  Tuberculosis  death  rate  is  only  0.094  compared  to  0.36  per  1,000  for  the  country  as  a  whole, 
the  number  of  notifications  and  number  of  deaths  being  the  same  as  in  1949. 

It  is  regrettable  that  there  was  one  death  from  maternal  causes,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  4.93 
per  1,000  total  births. 

The  greatest  single  need  of  the  community  is  for  an  adequate  number  of  houses.  The  total  of  38 
pe.manent  houses  completed  in  1950  would  appear,  at  first  sight,  to  indicate  a  greatly  -  reduced  rate  of 
building,  but  the  Council  has,  in  fact,  always  built  its  full  allocation  of  houses.  Bad  weather  at  the  end 
of  the  year  delayed  the  completion  of  a  number  of  houses  on  the  new  housing  estate,  but  these  were  ready 
for  occupation  eary  in  1951. 

The  Council  is  doing  excellent  work  in  re-housing  families  from  overcrowded  and  insanitary  condi¬ 
tions  and  those  where  some  member  suffers  from  Tuberculosis  or  other  disease  likely  to  benefit  from  improved 
housing.  Much  remains  to  be  done,  however,  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  vast  amount  of  physical 
and  mental  distress  is  caused  by  insanitary  housing  and  by  overcrowding,  especially  where  one  house  has  to 
be  shared  by  two  or  more  families.  The  psychological  aspect  of  this  problem  may  be  less  noticeable  than 
the  physical,  but  is  probably  no  less  important,  resulting,  as  it  so  frequently  does,  in  unhappiness  and  broken 
families. 

Morpeth  will  be  faced  with  a  serious  problem  in  the  future  by  reason  of  the  large  number  of 
insanitary  houses  in  the  area,  which,  because  of  the  present  s,ate  of  the  national  economy,  continue  to  be 
occupied  but  which  at  seme  time  will  have  to  be  replaced.  Unfortunately,  there  appears  to  be  little 
prospect  of  any  appreciable  amount  of  slum-clearance  becoming  possible  in  the  near  future. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  consideration  extended  to  me  by  members 
of  the  Council,  and  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  afforded  me  by  the  staffs  of  the  Health  and  other  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGregor, 


August,  1951. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Borough  of  Morpeth. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Area  in  Acres  .  2,213 


Registrar  -  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  mid 

-1950  . 

10,610 

Rateable  Value  . 

£62,561-0-0 

Sum  Produced  by  a  Penny  Rate... 

£243-6-0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

2,778 

Live  Births : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

191 

97 

94 

Illegitimate  ... 

12 

8 

4 

203 

105 

98 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

...  18.75 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  0.99) 

...  18.56 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

19.13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  population 

0.38 

Deaths  :  — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

102 

49 

53 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

9.61 

Standard  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1  .02) 

9.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (heading  30  of  th 

e  Registrar  General’s 

Short  List) : 

— 

Rate 

per  1 ,000  total 

Deaths 

(live  &  still)  births 

No.  30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

1 

4.93 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

34.48 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

36.65 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

...  ... 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

13 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

.  .  .  ...  ... 

...  ... 

Nil 
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The  Registrar  Genera!  supplies  the  I ol lowing :  — 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1950 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

I  I  .  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  ... 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  D  lsease 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22.  Influenza  ... 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  D  lseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

34.  All  other  Accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Male  Temale 

—  ...  I 


4 
1 

5 

1 

3 

9 

12 

5 


2 

1 

2 

1 


49 


1 

I 

3 


6 

5 

2 

15 

2 

1 


I 

1 


12 


53 


Death  of  Infants  under  I  year:  — 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  ...  5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

~T  5 
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CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I  lie  following  table  sets  out  the  chief  causes  of 

death  in  the  area  :  — 

Percentage  of 

Cause 

Number 

Total  Deaths 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation 

.  43  ...  . 

.  42.15 

Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

.  13  ...  . 

.  12.74 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

.  9  ...  . 

.  8.8 

Bronchitis 

.  5  ...  . 

.  4.9 

Disease 


Pneumonia 

Prematurity 

Convulsions 

Congenital  Malformations 
Septicaemia 
Atelectasis 
Congenital  Debility 

1  otal 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Total  Total 

Under  1—2  2—3  3—1  under  1—3  3—6  G— 0  0—12  under 
1  wk.  weeks  weeks  weeks  1  mtk.  mtks.  mtlis.  mills,  mths.  1  year 

1—1—  2  —  —  —  —  2 


3—1  |  5  2  I  —  —  8 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  Mortality  Rate  during  the  past  ten  years  :  — 

1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

under  2  years  ...  ...  —  1  1  2  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  109  7  8  8  3  6  9  10  7 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live 

Births  .  72.5  62.9  52.63  46.24  58.98  16.39  29.7  43.6  54.35  34.48 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  Laboratory  at  the  Newcastle 
General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below  :  — 


Specimen  sent  by 

Specimen 

Pos. 

Neg. 

R.H.B.  Chest  Physician 

Sputa  for  Tubercle 

7 

50 

General  Practitioners  ... 

do. 

— 

19 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

— 

18 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Swabs  for  Vincent's  Angina 

1 

M.O.H . 

Enteric  Results 

1 

2 

General  Practitioners  ... 

Haem.  Strep. 

16 

13 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946. 

Four  ambulances  and  five  drivers  are  stationed  in  Morpeth  and  serve  the  Borough,  Pegswood,  and 
the  western  part  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  and  part  of  Castle  Ward  Rural  District. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  authority 
solely  and  directly  responsible  for  Home  Nursing  Services. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  Welfare  Authority  for  the  Borough,  and  sessions  are  held 
as  follows  :  — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Parochial  Hall,  every  Monday,  9-30  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic,  every  Thursday,  whole  day  and  half  day  alternately. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  every  Friday  morning  at  9-30  a.m. 

- >  < - — 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


W A  TER 

The  Corporation  possesses  its  own  water  undertaking  and  the  supply  is  augmented  by  water  purchased 
from  the  Tynemouth  Corporation.  The  water  from  both  sources  is  chlorinated,  that  supplied  from  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Corporation  being  treated  by  the  vendors  before  it  enters  the  district.  The  average  annual  rainfall 
in  the  Borough  over  a  period  of  30  years  is  23.07  inches.  During  the  year  it  was  24.13  inches.  The 
water  supply  to  the  Borough  has  been  adequate  for  all  demands  made  upon  it.  1  he  pressure  is  sufficient 
and  the  quality  satisfactory. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  consumed  from  the  Borough  undertaking  was  approximately 
148,700  gallons  per  day.  The  average  quantity  from  Tynemouth  Corporation  was  approximately  144,342 
gallons  per  day. 

Total  average  consumption  is  293,042  gallons  per  day.  This  latter  quantity  was  sufficient. 

The  following  mains  were  laid  :  — 


Spelvit  Lane 

421 

yards  3-inch  C.l.  water  main 

»  »  it  •  •  • 

38 

4. 

it  1  it  1 1  f  f  ft 

»  t  »  >  •  •  • 

189 

t t  »♦  tr  tt  ft 

Fulbeck  District  ... 

749 

3- 

i  t  ft  it  ft  it 

t  t  it  •  •  • 

373 

4- 

>  t  '  t  t  t  t  tt  tt 
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WATER  SAMPLES 

Samples  of  water  from  the  town  supply  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination  as  follows  :  — 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Sample  Probable  No.  of  G’oli 


No. 

Date 

Place  of  Collection 

Aerogenes  Organisms 

per  100  ml.  of  water 

L 

1 1/1/50. 

St.  Mary’s  Field 

.  3 

2. 

1  1/1/50. 

Oldgate 

.  Nil 

3. 

1 1/1/50. 

McGill  s  Yard,  Bridge  Street 

.  2 

4. 

11/1/50. 

Goosehill 

.  2 

5. 

20/4/50. 

Pottery  Bank  ... 

.  Nil 

6. 

20/4/50. 

Dogger  Bank  ... 

.  Nil 

7. 

20/4/50. 

High  Stanners 

.  Nil 

8. 

20/4/50. 

Low  Stanners  ... 

.  Nil 

9. 

8/6/50. 

Hillgate 

.  Nil 

10. 

8/6/50. 

Station  Cottages 

.  Nil 

II. 

8/6/50. 

Stobhi  1  lgate 

.  Nil 

12. 

15/6/50. 

Back  Riggs 

.  Nil 

13. 

15/6/50. 

Middle  Greens 

.  Nil 

14. 

15/6/50. 

Olympia  Hill 

.  Nil 

15. 

15/6/50. 

Pretoria  Avenue 

.  Nil 

16. 

23/10/50. 

Common  Camp,  Hut  No.  7  ... 

.  Nil 

17. 

23/10/50. 

Common  Camp,  reservoir 

.  Nil 

18. 

23/10/50. 

King’s  Avenue 

.  Nil 

19. 

23/10/50. 

McGill’s  Yard,  Bridge  Street 

.  Nil 

CHEMICAL 

One  sample  of  water  from  the  town  supply  was  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  the  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  report  from  the  Public  Analyst:  — 

J.  H.  Pattmson, 


Lab.  Ref.  304/14. 

20th  November,  1950. 

WATER 

REPORT 

Date  received,  31/10/50.  Sample  marked  "Town 

Mains  Supply  of  Morpeth  Borough  Council  (Tyne- 

mouth  and  Tranwell  mixed  —  Chlorinated)  12-0  noon,  31/10/50.  No.  1. C/10/50. ” 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  solids  dried  at  180  C.  ... 

.  16.0 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  ... 

.  1.60 

Free  ammonia  ... 

.  0.007 

Albuminoid  ammonia  ... 

.  0.007 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

.  0.05 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  80“  F.) 

.  0.690 

Total  hardness 

.  12.5 

Permanent  hardness 

.  4.0 

1  emporary  hardness 

.  8.5 

Lead  and  Copper 

None 

Iron 

.  0.02 

Appearance  and  Colour  (Hazen  degrees  90) 

Pale  yellow  orange  almost  clear. 

Smell  and  Taste 

...  Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Satisfactory 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS.  pH  value  ...  7.2 

Report 

Th.s  sample  of  waier  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity.  The  high  oxygen  absorbed  figure  and  also 
the  colour  are  due  to  the  dissolved  peat  material  in  the  Tynemouth  water. 

The  microscopical  condition  of  the  water  as  well  as  its  physical  characteristics  are  normal. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  a  Public  Supply. 

(Signed)  W.  GORDON  CAREY 

Public  Analyst. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  nature  of  the  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year 


r/i 

a j 

S  p 

««-.  tij 

5*5  -r 

73 

c 

C/3 

O  C  CD 

03  CD  > 

"S  S  c5 

o  o 

£  p 

13 

—  73 

.  M 

"n  V 

0) 

a3 

v  ~ 

73  O 

1)  .E  o 
'1  >.'1 

No.  of  Statutory 

Notices  served 

Defects  remedied 

after  Statutory 

Notice 

7) 

SD 

13 

•-  o 
to  z 

HOUSING 

Structural  Defects  (Summary  of 

Sheet  11)  . 

357 

70 

39 

70 

Defective  Food -Store  . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

Dampness  . 

8 

8 

8 

8 

— 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

368 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient 

Unsatisfactory  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE 

Insufficient  . 

Defective  . 

29 

29 

1 

29 

— 

— 

— 

SAN  IT  A  R  Y  CO  N  V  ENIE  N  CES 
Insufficient  . 

Defective  . 

7 

7 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises  . 

146 

4 

4 

3 

. 

_ 

Shops  Acts . . 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Dairies . 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Slaughter-houses  . 

467 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

( Iffensive  Trades  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces . 

31 

4 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles  ... 

15 

15 

15 

15 

— 

_ 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

17 

13 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances . 

— 

— 

'  - 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1480 

152 

93 

147 

— 

-f  7  from 
1949 

154 
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The  following  table  provides  a  summary  of  the  work  effected:  — 


By  Informal 
Action 

By 

Statu tory 
Notice 

Total 

SANITARY  CON VEN 1ENCES 
Privies  &  Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

..  ..  .,  ..  repaired  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Water  Closets  provided 

3 

_ 

3 

No.  of  above  for  which  Grant  was 

given.  P.H.A.,  1936.  S.47 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Bins  provided . 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  renewed  . 

15 

— 

15 

DRAINAGE 

New  Drains  constructed 

5 

— 

5 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ... 

24 

— 

24 

Additional  Gullies  provided . 

_ 

— 

— 

Old  Gullies  replaced 

— 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  provided  . 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Waste  Pipes  repaired 

3 

— 

3 

..  ,,  ..  trapped 

3 

— 

3 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed  ... 

8 

— 

8 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued.  —  Number  of  Houses 


NEW  SERVICE  PROVIDED 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  1  Number  of  Houses  .  57 

(1))  By  Private  Owner  .  2  Number  of  Houses  .  2 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  by  (a)  Internal  Tap  . 2,583 

(b)  Standpipe .  71 


ADDITIONAL  WORK  EFFECTED  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936 


Walls  repaired  . 

...  2 

Roofs  repaired  . 

4 

Ceilings  repaired  . . 

...  2 

Floors  repaired  . 

2 

Coal  S.ores  repaired  . 

...  1 

Windows  repaired  . 

3 

Doors  repaired  . 

...  2 

Staircases  repaired  . 

2 

Gutters  repaired  . 

...  4 

Septic  Tanks  cleansed  and  overhauled  ... 

3 

Fireplaces  repaired .  2 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the 

year  was  154.  All  of  these  were  dealt  with. 

Oth 

and  inspections  were  as  follows:  — 
Refuse  Disposal  Grounds 

..  70 

Common  Camp  . 

8 

Public  Conveniences  . 

..  37 

Infectious  Diseases . 

6 

Sewage  Disposal  Works . 

..  12 

Disinfections  . 

7 

Fairgrounds  . 

..  3 

Miscellaneous  . 

4 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Observations  of  factory  chimneys  were  made  during  the  year  and  no  case  arose  which  warranted  action. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

1.  No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  was 

2.  No.  of  Private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  was 

ERADICATION  OF  OTHER  INSECT  PESTS 

1 .  No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  wtih  insects  was 

2.  No.  of  Private  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  insects  was 

The  method  employed  for  disinfestation  of  houses  for  above  is  by  means 
the  issue  of  suitable  powders. 


.  2 

.  Nil 

.  21 

.  14 

of  Pyragra  Insecticide  and 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

I  he  work  of  prevention  of  loss  of  food  by  infestation  by  rats,  mice  and  other  specified  insect  pests 

is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  under  the  above-mentioned  Act,  which 

came  into  force  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1930.  repealing  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and 
orders  made  thereunder. 

The  important  difference  between  the  provisions  of  the  new  and  old  Acts  is,  that  Borough  and  District 
Councils  are  now  directly  vested,  whereas  formerly  the  vesting  was  in  the  County  Councils,  with  the  right 
of  delegation  to  Borough  and  District  Councils  willing  to  accept  the  duties. 

The  new  Act  emphasises  the  primary  obligation  as  being  upon  the  Local  Authority  to  ensure  that, 

as  far  as  practicable,  its  area  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

The  Act  emphasises  that  Local  Authorities  should  co-operate  with  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committees  when  dealing  with  infested  agricultural  lands.  Such  Committees  as  are  appropriate  to  the  area 
must  be  informed  of  any  such  infestation  and  they  may  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation  on  repayment 
service. 

The  Act  also  places  great  value  on  Workable  Area  Committees,  which  may  meet  from  time  to  time 
to  discuss  inter  -  related  problems  affecting  neighbouring  areas.  Such  a  Committee  meets  in  Morpeth  when 
called  for  by  the  Minister’s  Northern  Division  Officer. 

Emphasis  continues  to  be  laid  upon  the  necessity  for  extermination  of  rats  and  mice,  and  this  must 
be  conscientiously  pursued.  Due  attention  has  been  given  to  this  matter  in  the  Borough  throughout  the  year. 

The  practical  work  of  destruction  was  carried  out  by  a  Council  employee  employed  full-time,  who 
has  received  instruction  on  the  up-to-date  methods  devised  and  specified  by  the  Ministry. 

The  administrative  duties  have  been  undertaken  by  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  compiles 
and  submits  all  reports  and  statistical  returns  of  the  destruction  work  to  the  Minister.  Such  reports  are  of 
vital  importance,  as  it  is  upon  these  that  Ministry  grants  are  based  and  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Local  Authority  should  carry  and  maintain  a  staff  and  equipment  adequate  to  the  need,  and 
comply  with  specified  methods  of  treatment. 

The  sewerage  system  was  given  treatment  in  accordance  with  requirements.  The  river  banks,  refuse 
tips,  sewage  works,  business  and  residential  premises,  schools,  hospitals,  market  and  allotment  gardens  and 
Council-owned  properties  received  the  attention  of  the  department  during  the  year,  and  very  satisfactory 
results  were  recorded. 

Officials  of  the  Ministry  who  periodically  inspect  our  work  have  at  all  times  expressed  their  complete 
satisfaction  at  the  conduct  of  this  work  in  the  Borough.  General  work  on  mole  destruction  was  also  carried 
out  on  Council-owned  properties  throughout  the  year. 

DESPATCH  OF  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  a  Council  employee,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  method  used  is  asphyxiation  by  means  of  an  R.S.P.C.A.  humane  gas  chamber. 

Number  of  dogs  dealt  with  during  the  year  .  5 

Number  of  cats  dealt  with  during  the  year  .  11 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  12-inch  and  9-inch  syphons  under  the  River  Wansbeck  near  Bennett  s  Walk  and  Dogger  Bank 
were  overhauled  and  cleaned  periodically. 

At  the  sewage  works  further  improvements  were  made  to  the  sludge  lagoons  by  levelling  and  the 
laying  of  ashes  and  by  the  laying  of  additional  land  drains.  More  ground  was  used  for  downward  filtration 
in  order  to  relieve  the  percolating  filters  and  humus  tanks. 

At  the  pumping  station  one  new  electrically-driven  pump  was  installed  in  place  of  the  defective 

gas-driven  engine  and  pump.  The  remaining  gas  engine  will  be  similarly  replaced  in  due  course. 

The  following  sewers  were  laid  at  the  Spelvit  Lane  housing  site  :  — 

210  yards  of  6-inch-diameter  sewer  1  Soil  Sewer 

334  yards  of  4-inch-diameter  sewer  I 

492  yards  of  6-inch-diameter  sewer  1  Surface  water  sewer 

1 75  yards  of  9-inch-diameter  sewer  J 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Number  of  inspections  during  the  year  ...  16 

Certain  sections  of  the  River  Wansbeck  were  periodically  scovenged. 
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CLOSET  A CCOMMODA  TION 

There  were  126  water  closets  added  to  the  sewerage  system  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Public  C  leansing  is  operated  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  is  collected  daily  and  is  deposited  at  Deuchar 
Park,  situated  within  the  Borough. 

T  he  vehicles  used  for  collection  are  :  — 

1 .  Bantam  Karrier  (capacity  7  c.  yards). 

2.  Karrier  C.K.3  (capacity  9/10  c.  yards). 

3.  One  horse  and  cart  (part  time). 

Forty-seven  new  bins  were  added  to  the  collection  system  during  the  year. 

Close  watch  was  kept  in  cnonection  with  rat  infestation  of  the  tip  and,  wherever  possible,  surfaces 
were  kept  covered  by  rubble  and  soil  to  discourage  infestation.  Poisoning  and  fumigating  campaigns  were 
fiequently  carried  out  as  a  deterrent  against  rats  and  other  insect  pests. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  sites  within  the  Borough. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  is  none  within  the  district. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  five  schools,  including  the  New  Senior  Modern  School  at  Mitford  Road  for  elementary 
school  children  and  two  schools  for  secondary  education,  all  having  water  supply  from  the  Corporation 
mains,  and  modern  sanitary  conveniences.  The  New'  Senior  School  has  H.  &  C.  showers. 

FACTORIES  ACT 

There  are  in  the  district  15  factories  without  mechanical  power  and  43  with  mechanical  power.  The 
following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspections  made  and  the  defects  found  during  1950:  — 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  including 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  TriE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


M/c 

Number 

Number  of 

M/c 

Premises 

(1) 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Oil 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

line 

No. 

(7) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  0  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

15 

7 

6 

Nil 

1 

tii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  (he  Local 
Authority 

2 

43 

14 

5 

Nil 

2 

liii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  bv  the  Local  Authority  f 
(excluding  out-workers'  premises)  ... 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

58 

21 

11 

Nil 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 


II. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


M  c 
line 
No. 

(2) 

Cases 

in  which  defects  were 

found 

Number 

1  of  cases 

1  in  which 
,  prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
<7> 

M  c 
line 

No. 

(8, 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

w 

Refe 

To  H.M. 

1  nspector 
(5) 

rred 

By  H..V1. 
Inspector 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

4 

4 

4 

_ 

2 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3)  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6 > 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(«)  Insufficient  . 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

9 

(h)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

10 

5 

5 

— 

4 

_ 

10 

(<•)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

11 

(d)  Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12 

Total 

60 

12 

11 

— 

7 

— 

SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  for  the  year  1950. 
Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 


Houses  Completed  during  the  year 

With 

State 

Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority,  Permanent 

38 

— 

38 

Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons 

Permanent 

— 

9 

9 

Temporary 

...  - 

— 

— 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  368 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub -head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  278 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  ROWERS 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  Nil 

( B )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 


notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  II  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  closed  but  not  demolished  (Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3)  Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 


4.  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCONTINUED  AS  DWELLINGS 
AND  NOT  INCLUDED  ABOVE . 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (Sec.  20) 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  applications  for  grant  have  been  received 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved 


I 


Nil 

Nil 


>  — < 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

On  the  1st  day  of  October,  1949,  the  control  of  milk  production  at  farms  bceame  vested  in  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  which  is  empowered  to  exercise  authority  over  methods  of  produc¬ 
tion,  conditions  of  premises  and  sampling.  The  Local  Authority  is  now  concerned  only  with  "dealers 
and  "distributors  of  milk  in  its  area;  that  is,  in  the  issue  of  annual  licences  to  milk  retailers  and  the 
registration  of  retail  dairy  premises.  1  he  Local  Authority  is  also  responsible  for  the  sampling  of  milk  for 
keeping  quality  and  biological  purity  from  such  retaijers. 

There  are  3  registered  dairies  and  7  registered  and  licensed  dealers  and  distributors  in  the  Borough. 
Three  of  the  dealers  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  while  another  retails  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  dairy  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  advice  given  on  the  best  methods  of  handling 
and  distributing  milk,  also  on  the  methods  of  cleansing  and  sterilising  utensils  and  equipment  and  on  the 
construction  of  premises. 

SAMPLING  OF  MILK  FOR  CLEANLINESS 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  procured  and  taken  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  testing.  Of 
these,  four  failed  to  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test,  three  of  them  by  a  small  margin.  In 
each  case  investigation  and  further  advice  eliminated  the  trouble. 

Five  samples  were  procured  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Bacillus  1  uberculosis.  All  proved 
to  be  free  from  infection. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

As  in  years  past  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  important  work  of  meat  inspection 
at  the  Government-controlled  abattoir  in  Staithes  Lane,  Morpeth.  Therein  is  carried  out  all  the  slaughtering 
and  dressing  of  food  animals  for  the  Boiough  of  Morpeth,  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  and  part  of  the 
area  of  Lastle  Ward  Rural  District.  1  he  abattoir  is  also  a  depot  for  the  reception  and  storage  of  imported 
meats  prior  to  immediate  distribution. 

It  must  again  be  emphasised  that  it  is  of  great  importance  that  as  much  meat  as  possible  should  be 
available  to  the  public  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  entirely  free  from  disease  before  being  released  for  human 
consumption. 

All  animals  received  at  the  abattoir,  dead  or  alive,  are  carefully  inspected,  and  no  carcase  or  organs 
allowed  to  leave  the  premises  without  examination,  as  laid  down  in  the  Memorandum  62  Foods,  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  The  abattoir  at  Morpeth,  by  virtue  of  its  occupying  a  central  position  in  a  wide  and 
productive  agricultural  and  stock-rearing  area,  performs  the  exceptional  duty  of  dealing  with  a  large  number 
of  animals  of  the  "Emergency  Slaughter  and  "Casualty"  types. 

This  includes  both  sick  and  injured  animals  sent  in  for  immediate  slaughter  in  the  hope  of  saving 
what  can  be  saved  of  the  animal  for  human  consumption. 

These  cases  present  a  very  special  problem  and  call  for  the  utmost  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  meat 
inspector. 

The  need  for  observing  all  possible  precautions  to  ensure  clean  handling  of  food  is  a  matter  receiving 
the  greatest  attention,  at  the  present  time,  from  all  who  are  interested  in  public  health. 

In  no  case  are  hygienic  methods  more  important  than  in  the  handling  of  meat.  It  is,  therefore, 
satisfactory  to  record  that  considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  at  the  abattoir  during  the  year.  The 
entire  yard  was  laid  with  concrete,  floors  were  re-laid,  walls  were  cement-rendered  and  tiled,  and  running 
water,  drinking  troughs,  electric  light  and  equipment  for  boiling  water  were  installed. 

Conditions  are  not  yet  all  that  they  might  be  and  it  is  regrettable  that  the  economic  and  supply 
situation  is,  in  the  meantime,  preventing  further  alterations  and  improvements. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  the  year  1950  are  set  out  below:  — 


Month 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Tota 

January 

105 

479 

6 

12 

602 

February 

56 

276 

3 

11 

346 

March 

67 

291 

16 

18 

392 

April 

66 

177 

4 

9 

256 

May 

113 

102 

3 

5 

223 

June 

54 

1 16 

4 

7 

181 

July 

85 

122 

3 

9 

219 

August 

149 

324 

4 

2 

479 

September 

183 

556 

4 

1 1 

754 

October 

193 

562 

4 

15 

774 

November 

144 

564 

4 

1 1 

723 

December 

101 

236 

1 

9 

347 

Totals 

1,316 

3,805 

56 

1 19 

5,296 

CONDEMN  A  TIONS 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

1076 

240 

1 19 

3805 

56 

Number  inspected 

.. 

... 

1076 

240 

1 19 

3805 

56 

14. 


ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 

20 

25 

20 

99 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

695 

100 

19 

366 

19 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

66.45% 

52.08% 

32.77% 

12.22%  44.64% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  caicases  condemned 

1 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

42 

30 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  wtih 
Tuberculosis 

3.99% 

15.83% 

— 

—  — 

The  weight  of  carcase  meat,  organs  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year  was: 

20  tons  8  cwts.  I  qr.  1  st.  13  lbs.  8  ozs. 

Th  is  was  handed  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  appropriate  disposal. 

The  number  of  visits  to  the  abattoir  was  467. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  also  condemned  and  destroyed  : 


Various  Canned  Goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  234  tins 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62%  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23  lbs. 

Other  Sundry  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  130  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108  lbs. 


The  number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  was  105  and  the  total  weight  of  food  con 
demned  during  the  year  was  : 

20  tons  19  cwts.  2  qrs.  1  st.  9  lbs.  12  ozs. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  following  gives  a  list  of  premises  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  : 


Bakehouses  inspected  . 

6 

Fried  Fish  Shops  inspected . 

4 

Butchers’  Shops  inspected  . 

M 

Ice  Cream  Shops  inspected  . 

21 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  inspected  ... 

18 

Ice  Cream  Vans  inspected  . 

2 

Cooked  Meat  Shops  inspected 

3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  inspected 

10 

Confectionery  Shops  inspected 

11 

Whalemeat  Shops  inspected . 

2 

Fresh  Fish  Shops  inspected  . 

2 

Markets  inspected . 

Licenced  Premises  inspected . 

II 

15 

ICE  CREAM 

Four  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  procured  for  examination  during  the  year  and  were  placed  in  the 
following  categories: 

3  Samples  —  Grade  1 
1  Sample  —  Grade  2 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE,  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  provided  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Ashmg- 
ton  and  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

Unknown 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

5 

— 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne) . 

1c 

— 

— 

Erysipelas . 

12 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  (Believed  contracted 

abroad)  . 

1 

_ 

Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  .  . 

131 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

20 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Un. 

1 

yr. 

1- 

2- 

3- 

5  -  10 

10  15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Ov.  65 

Total 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

5 

5 

16 

Erysipelas  . 

- 

3 

1 

5 

3 

12 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  j 

1 

Malaria  (believed 

contracted  abroad 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

-  II 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

17 

18 

24 

20 

48 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

131 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

3 

4 

1 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE 

1  his  term  includes  death  from  the  following  seven  diseases  only  :  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  two  years. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  ml. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Only  one  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year,  and  this  occurred  in  an  inmate  of  an 
institution  in  the  Borough.  Thus,  for  the  second  successive  year,  not  a  single  case  occurred  among  the  general 
population. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Visits  were  paid  to  all  schools  in  the  Borough.  Altogether  the  primary  course  of  treatment  was  given, 
at  the  schools,  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  by  private  doctors,  to  83  pre-school  children  and  101  school 
children,  in  addition,  319  children  received  a  secondary  or  rc-inforcing  injection. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  31.12.30  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child  population  was  as  follows:  — 
Pre-school  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  465  ...  53.8% 

School  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  ...  1226  ...  88.84% 

Total  children  under  15  years  immunised  ...  ...  1691  ...  75.35% 

These  figures  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but  an  improvement,  especially  in  the  pre-school  age  group,  is 
still  desirable. 

The  following  table,  whidh  contains  figures  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Registrar 
General,  are  of  interest  in  showing  the  remarkable  decline  of  Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  since  the 


inception  of  the  Immunisation  Campaign  in  1941. 

Y  ear 

Deaths 

Cases 

(Original 

uncorrected) 

(Corrected) 

1940 

2,480 

46,281 

— 

1941 

2,641 

50,797 

_ 

1942 

1,827 

41,404 

— 

1943 

1,371 

34,662 

— 

1944 

934 

(29,949) 

23,152 

1945 

722 

(25,246) 

18,571 

1946 

472 

(18,283) 

1 1,967 

1947 

244 

(10,465) 

5,592 

1948 

156 

(8,035) 

3,560 

1949 

85 

(4,971) 

1,897 

1950 

49* 

* 

(2.833)* 

Provisional. 

980* 

DYSENTERY 

The  table  given  on  the  previous  page  shows  that  16  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified,  but,  of  these, 
15  occurred  in  an  institution  within  the  Borough,  where  the  disease  breaks  out  from  time  to  time  and  where, 
by  reason  of  '.he  type  of  patient,  it  is  very  liable  to  spread.  Fourteen  of  these  cases  were  inmates  of  the 
institution  and  one  was  a  member  of  the  nursing  staff.  In  the  remaining  case  the  source  of  infection  was 
not  discovered. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

Measles  again  became  prevalent  in  June,  1950,  when  34  cases  were  notified,  and  became  epidemic 
in  July,  when  75  cases  were  notified.  Thus,  109  out  of  the  total  of  131  cases  occurred  in  these  two  months. 
No  deaths  resulted. 

Whooping  Cough  was  absent  from  the  district  during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year,  but  re-appeared 
in  August,  and  20  cases  were  notified  between  then  and  the  end  of  November.  No  deaths  occurred. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 

One  case  of  this  disease  occurred,  this  being  the  first  case  since  1946.  The  patient  was  a  pre-school 
child  and  developed  paralysis,  but  recovered.  School  children  in  the  same  family  were  not  affected  and  no 
further  cases  developed. 
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CANCER  MORTALITY 


MALES  FEMALES 


25- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

Total 

Retro -Pharyngeal 

...  || 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

| 

1 

| 

_ 

1 

Prostate  . 

...  || 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

- 

| 

— 

— 

— 

Lungs  . 

...  || 

— 

1 

— 

1  | 

— 

- 

— 

| 

— 

II  “ 

Pancreas  . 

...  || 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Stomach  . 

...  || 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

<  )vary 

...  || 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

| 

1 

— 

1 

Colon  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Breast  . 

...  || 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  | 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

11 

1 

2 

1 

4 

8 

— 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

II  & 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population —  1.23. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950 


NEW 

Resp. 

M.  F. 

CASES 

Xoii-Resp. 

M.  F. 

DEATHS 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

15  -  25  years  . 

1 

1 

-  1  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  -  35  years  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  -  45  years  . 

— 

— 

-  1  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  55  years  . 

i 

— 

-  I  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  65  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( )ver  65  years . 

— 

1 

—  |  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ _ _ 1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

— 

Case  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  —  0.85. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  —  0.094. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  England  and  Wales  —  0.36. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH— 1950 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  'tear  1950.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns 


126  County 

148  Smaller 

Boroughs 

Towns 

England  and  Great 

(Resident 

London 

and 

Towns 

Population 

Administrative 

Wales 

(including 

25,000-50,000 

County 

London) 

at  1931  Census) 

Births 

Rates  per  1,000 

Home  Population 

Live  births  . 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  births  . 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths 

All  Causes  . 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . 

0.36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza  . 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (incl.  polioencephalitis) 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia  . 

0.46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.48 

Notifications  ( Corrected ) 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.21 

Diphtheria  . 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas  . 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

Pneumonia  . 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (incl.  polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic  . 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-Paralytic  . 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  Poisoning  . 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age . 

29.8 

(a)  33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total 

(Live  and  Still) 

Births 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  . 

5.81 

7.43 

4.33 

6.03 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN 

ENGLAND  AND 

WALES 

International  List  No. 

-Riltyia 

per  1.000  Total 

Rates  per  million  women 

and  cause 

(Live 

and  Still)  Births 

aged 

15-44 

651.  Abortion  with  Sepsis . 

0.09 

7 

650,  652.  Other  Abortion  . 

0.05 

4 

640-649.  670-678.  Complication  of  pregnancy  and  delivery 

0.54 

681.  Sepsis  of  childbirth  and  the  Puerpenum  . 

0.03 

680,  682-689.  Other  complications  of  the  Puerperium  ... 

0.15 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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J.  &  J.  S.  Mackay,  Morpath. 


